.

ul

AERIAL MAIL ROUTES.

By Frederic J. i[askin.

The United States is going to hf—l\!’;
an aerial malil service soon. Early in | Galdjers Were Hidden
|

May the Post Office Diepartment adver-
tised for hids on an aeroplane service
throughout Alaska, in answer to which
the owner of three powerful aeroplanes
{8 now on his way from the Alaskan
gold flelds to close a contract. This
man’s bid, which is for $48.500 a year.
was accepted by the department for
the reason that it was the only one
submitted. The demand for aircraft
and szkilled operators in Europe is so
great that very few aeroplanes, aside
from the cofnparatively small number
in the army and navy, are allowed to
remain in this country. A hid was
alan requested similar
from New Bedford. Mass, to Nantuckert,
R. 1., but so far no sne has offered to
undertake fit,

The question of an aerial mall serv-
jre in this country has been in process

for a service

of agitation ever since 1910, when a
mail pouch was= carrled by aeroplane
to the New York pest office from the
steamship Kaizserin Victoria, which
was Iyving fifty miles at sea. Follow-

ing that, no leas than sixty-seven at-
tampts were made to show the prac-
ticability of carrying mail through the
air. The proposition was the subject

of =a much popular interest

was adopted by various municipal |
boards of trade as an advertising fea- |
ture. The plan was to sevure permis:

gion from the government to c¢arry the |
mail by aeroplane a =pecific distance

for a certain number of days. thus at- |
tracting great crowds of people tao wit-
ness the phenomenon and incidentally
accelerate husiness in the town. In
the space of =ix vears thesa demon- |
strations proved so uniformly success-
ful that the government
sddopt the plan in
where the usual method of transportia-
tion was expensive and difficult.

*

* =

decided 1o |

stretehes of country

Under these circumstances, the first
choice was Alaska, where the mail i=s
dog-
which is

carried by
Alaska Chosen for ='*d:

- ] : costly and inade-
Air Mail Service.

quate. During
the winter months no

mail at all is
transmitted in the northern

where the last mail sled in the fall and |
the first mail sled in the spring are
events to be celebrated like the Fourth
of July and The
contract for aeroplane service at $49.-
5300 is 3$25.000 more than the dog-sled
eystem costs, but the aeroplane will
carry 1.000 pounds of mail, as com-
pared to the sled's 200, and bring Sew-
ard. Nome and other cities three weeks
nuearer the United States. 1n addition
to mail, the postal aeronaut expects to
run a passenger and express service.
There are many sections of the coun-
try that would be greatly henefited by
2 swift mail service which would be
practically impossible except hy air he-
cause the route would lie over moun-
tainzg and desert From Santa Maria teo
Shale, Cal., for example, the distance is
not over fifty miles as the crow flies,
but over the mountaln range that sepa-
rates them it takes tweo days for the

interior, |

Chrizstmas. present

mail to travel. As important oil in-
terests are located in each of these
towns, the slowness of the mail is a

great hardship.

An aeroplane could make the distance
from Gallup. N. M., to the Indian agency
at Keams Canyon, Ariz., which is less
than a hundred miles, in a little more
than an hour, while under the present
syvstem it requires two days for the mail
ta arrive by wagon. Again, Phoenix
and Globe, Ariz.. are only seveniv-two
miles apart, but a journey of twenty-
four hours lies between them. The
rapid development of the aeroplane is
watched with much interest in these

places, where a national aerial mail
service would be distinctly welcomed.
*
* ¥
The great stumbling blocks in the

way of a national aerial corps of mail
carriers are
the tremen-
dous cost of

Tremendous Cost Is
Great Stumbling Block. .., a sys-

tem and the attitude of Congress,
which bullds ten-thousand-doliar post
offices in remote districts not in dire
need of them, but which cannot see the
necessity of buying aircraft either for
the mall, the army or the navy.

It has been estimated by the Aero
Club of America that on the day Presi-
dent Wilson's note went forth to Ger-
many, there werg only three up-to-date
nnd efficlent aeroplanes in the United
States Navy. and only twice as many in
the army. At the beginning of the
war, Germany had an aerial fleet of
over 1,000 craft, manned by trained ex-
perts, while England had nearly as
many, leading in speed machines, and
France possessed a fleet of 600 after
fliscarding many obsolete models. Now,
through the efforts of the Aero Club of
dmerica, two aviatlon schools have
peen established in this country—one
8t San Diego and one in Texas—and a
fund i= being raised by patriotic Ameri-
cans to provide the state militia with
sdving squadrons.

here have been several reports re-
cently that the importance of the aero-
pizne in the European war has been
reatly exaggerated, but these are
ii:trdl}' borne out by the speed with
Y hich the European powers are im-
‘-n‘rmg aircraft. American factories
are working full capacity. Predictions
of a future aerial battle at Essen have
long bheen current. and it is a well
known fact that all the belligerents
nre spending large sums in increasing
their aerial forces.

According to one military authority,
the war will end only when one nation
succeeds in inventing a weapon that is
capable of destroying the enemy's
aerial power.

-
- *

Under thess circumstances, it is im-

possible for one army to make a single |

move that

Move of One Army A inﬂ
a zpied upon
Spied on by Opponent. . =~ '\ .

&ir by its opponent. If a German com-
mander decided to flank a hundred
thousand men against what he s in-
formed by his air scout is a weak posi-
tion, the French army is immediately
apprised of it by its airmen and moves
up men to meet the situation, forming
a deadlock. With the air scouts fiyving |
overhead—difficult targets of the most |
proficient marksmen —a surprise at- |
tack is out of the question
The of the air scout

sy

work ts prob- |

the most dangerous of all the

dangerour work of war, sinee the only |
protection of the aeroplane is usuafly
ite speed, The men in the trenches are |
ot to be envied, and duty on a I-a”l»~|
ship is not by any means a sinecure,
but the zensation of peering down at
the enemy, whno s engaged in firing
projectiles thousands of feet into the
air with the idea of hitting vou. could
hardls be termed “sport” as one opti-
mistic Englishman described it Yet,
if you were an air scout you would
doubtiess take the same risks and
proudly count the fresh bulléet haoles in
the wings of your machine every day
together with the rest of the flying
vorps, as is the custom in Eurnpe.

Among his other requirements, which
fnciude watching a barograph, speed
gauge, a topographical map bhefore him
and a compass, while keeping an eye
on the enemy, lstening to the rhythm
of his motor and acting quickiy in an
emergency, the air scout is not allowed
1o have nervas.

The only way to combat his vigi-
lance, besides firing at him with the
anti-aircraft gun. is to trick his eye.
Thus the English army, on perceiv-
ing a German dirigible approaching,
dropped their kits and fled into an ad-
The Germans, thinking
the kits were men, d a tr di

destroying

t upon them, i
the kits, but leaving the soldiers un- J!

that it |

| are

low

harmed. Another time the Germans
made a peaceful retreat by means of
several dummy trenchea displaying
German helmets, which weres reported
as the German army by a French alr
grout.

*

* *

A Rritish alr scout flying high above
the German lines one day was greatly
surprizad by
the constant
z arrivalalong

Under the Provisions. , .ertain
road of thousands of provision wag-
ons.  They were =till arriving when
the German guns npened fire upon him
and he was compelled to return to his
own lines. The next, however, ha was
back on scouting duty and discovered
of the numMerous Wagons.
being emptied of soldiers

the mystery

They were
carefully hidden underneath the pro-
vizions.

Most of the aeroplanes Now cArry

wirele=s apparatus with which In battle
they direct the fire of the artillery far

Formerly smoke hombs were

helow.

tsed in the day time and colored lights
at night, while the Germans dropped
silver balls to direct the firing, but
now the officer talks to the men by

wireless while the pilot guides the ma-
chine
The

aernplane as a destructive

weapon has not yet hecome formidable,
although neeasionuily it has heen able
1o siderable damnage, for the

it ig &till in an experi-

| The difficulty lies in the
hat the weight of bombs and
wireless apparatus, armor, fleld
n caniera, ete, cannot be added
t the sacrifice of spead. A two-
srl-horsepower engine is not any

| more than suffivient to run A large and
{ heavy vraft One German model of an

armored bhiplane, with a capacity for
| twaonty me four machine guhs, antl-

and motored by eight 180-
engines. has so far out-
str all other inventions in its
weight-carrying capacity and speed,
but others of far greater possibilities
now in process of construction. It
the slow-moving dirigihle at present,
however, which hovers over the enemy
and destrovs him; the aeroplane is too
rapid and light to do more than direct
the fire, scout and defend itself. It ls
the aeroplane destroyer for which the
war waits to end.

While the aeroplane iz demonstrat-
ing its value as an agent of war in

aircralt g
harsepower

Europe, it iz developing commercial
value in the TUnited Statea. It is to
carry the mails,. When the war is over

the nations of Europe with their hun-
dreds of aeroplanes will probably fol-
the example of the United States,
which has established the first aerial
mail service in the history of the world.
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EL ARISH PROMINENT
INHISTORY OF ANCIENTS

El Arigh, one of tha world's forgot-
ten places untll the English bombard-
ed it a few days ago, is the subject of
a war geography bulletin issued by the
National Geographia Society, which
Eays:

“With its large squars fort and bat-
tlemented walls, El Arish presents &
much mores formidable and imposing
appearence, viewed from the Mediter-
ranean, to the north, and from the
Desert et-Tih, to the south, than its

{mportanca has warranted in recent
years. Formerly a populous halting
place for the numerous caravans fol-
Iowing the *“short desert route” from
Fgypt to Syria, Ita trade has waned
materially since the completion of mod-
ern railway connectlons with Jaffa,
Port Said and Alexandria. The town
clings to the banks of the Wadai-el-
Arish, a stream which becomes a small
torrent after every rain. It la more
than & hundred miles southwest of
Jerusalem and a slightly shorter dls-
tance from the Suez canal, Which lies
to the west,

“The recent hostilities in this area
revive a host of historical associations
dating as far back as the time of the
Pharacohs, when this town was a place
of exile for polltical prisoners, its an-
clent name being Rhinokolura. TIta
present mame Is supposed to he derived
from the custom which obtained here
of ‘cutting off the noser’ of malefac-
tors whose death sentences had been
commuted.

Rhaphia Lies to East.

“Same thirty miles tn the east of El
Arish. on the Egyptian-Syrlan houn-

dary, lies ancient Rhaphia, now called,
Er-Rafa, where Josephus tells us that |

the Moman conqueror Titus made his

first stop on his march against Jeru- |

salem. Hera also Sargon overwhelmed
the Egyptians in the eighth century he-
fore the Christian era, and 500 years
later there was fought on the same
sands thes famous battle between Ftol-
emy Philopator and Antiochus, when
the charging elephants of both armies
played such a spectacular role. of
these great beasts, which had been in-
troduced Inte Byrian and Greek warfare
after Alexander’'s conquests in India,
much was expected. The battle opened
with a trumpeting dash of the opposing
armored mountains of flesh, Ptolemy’s
forces commandlng seventy-three of

the terror-inspiring chargers, while An-
tiochus gent into the fray 102. With the
first onslaught practically of Ptolsmy’'s
sléephants wera captured, yet he won
the day. .

"El‘y-..\r{sh fell before Napolson's
Egvptian army in September, 1798, the
credit for the clity's fall being given to
France's great general, Kileber, com-
mander of the vanguard, which also
snized Jaffa and Gaza. It was during
this campalgn that Napoleon committed
the great atrocity at Jaffa, shooting
thnse prisoners whom he could neither
guard nor feed, yet whom he feared to
release.

“Aftar Napoleon's departure Kleber
concluded a ronvention at EI _Arish
with the English admiral, Sir Willlam
Sidney Smith, whereby the French
were to be allowed to capitulate and
wara to recelve safe transport back to

France. This agreement was revoked
by Lord Keith, however. Whereupon
Kleber, with 10,000 men, marched to

Heliopolis and administrred a crushing
defeat to the Turks, who outnumbered
him 6 to 1. Had mot a fanatic as-
sasginated the great French tactlelan
the day that Napoleon won tha battle
of Marengo the fate of French arms
in Egypt might have been different.

“The Admiral Smith whogse ngreement
with Kileher was disallowed was the
same Hritish officer who had caused
the signal defeat of Napoleon heforas
the walle nf Acre, a relief work for
which & grateful parllament voted him
an annuity of a thousand pounds.

“Tn the centar of the town of Il
Arigh {s a ganite wall with an inscrip-
tion fn hieroglyphics, perpatuating a
curious legend about the Egyptian god,
Shu A phort distance bewvond the
walls the traveler is shown the ruins
of tha bullding In which Raldwin T,
one of the crusader kings of Jerusalem,
died In 1118, after an unsuccessful at-
tack on Egypt.”
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Tennis Socks
All Wool, $1.00

Meyer’s Military Shops
1327 F St. N.W.

Let’s hear you

“WHISTLE”
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The Palais

PHours, O to 6

4. Ligner

$14.50

Summer Weisht.

Wool cloth, light in weight and
ocolors, but dirt defying and wear
resisting.

trMen's Shop entrance on G
strest, two doors east of Eleventh.

HE e e T I O O L T T T T e ]

Eyes examined free of charge. Oc-

culist prescriptions filled by an expert.
Permanent satisfaction guaranteed.
Palais Royal Optical Departmeant—Street Floor—XNear Elswators.

Summer Underwear for Every Member of the Family

Note the Special Sale Prices—And Secure Supplies Here for the Season—Tomorrow.

Wistinct Shops for Men and Boys

Ropal

& Street

Wall Paper

Tomorrow’s Three Specials.

aveainaraRRRRRTRATRRIED

Papers for all rooms; sald only
with borders to match at
[ 2%4c a yard. Single roll.. mc

!\ A complete line of satin stripes

in all colors, neat floral and dining

| roofn papers. Sold only with bor-
der to match at 4c a yard.

| Single roll..cceeenenennn.... 6‘:

Varnished Tile Papers for bath-
| room and kitchen, with striking
borders to match at S5c a 18
yvard. Single roll......... : C

Palals Royal—Fourth Floor.

SanreanRana

Men’s Shop

Women's Ribbed Union Suits

Street Floor of New Palais Royal Building—Entrance on Eleventh Street.

A distinct store—with a

Lot 1
39 Grade,

50]-: Oéra%e, 3 9C

distinct entrance—G street—
two doors east of Eleventh.

25¢

for Women'’s for Women's
25C Suits, some 39C Suits, with
with tight knees, | band top, tight
some umbrella style, knees and loose;

some are envelope.
All sizes. l

lace trimmed. Regu-
lar and extra sizes.

for Women's for Women's

sgc-Suits—

70

Stores

Seventy Bright, Cle
Selling Dependable Merchandise

at Very Low Prices

an, Attractive Stores

Open Saturday

2710 11th St. N.W.

Between Fairmont and Girard Sts.

Saturday We Open Our 69th and 70th Stores

Open Saturday Morning

Morning

2418

gress Heights.

Located right at the street car pit, con-
venient for all persons transferring to Con-

Nichols Avenue,
Anacostia

 Another Store Wil Be O_pened Soon at

_1716 ﬁa. Ave. NW

Fancy Smoked Hams,

B. ... e . - 19HE
Fancy Smoked Shoulders,

b, .................14%c
Frankfurter’s Style

Sausage............ 13c
Kingan’s Bacon ...... 32c
Lemons,Dozen........ 15c
Texas Onions, Per § pk. 17c
Fresh Eggs,Dozen..... 25c
New Potatoes, 1 Peck.. 15¢
Pure Lard,Ib.......... 15¢c

Fruits and Vegetables—ILow Prices.

everybody.

satisfied.

Our Sanitary Butter

Coming fresh from the creamery, has never
been better. Quality is such that it will please
the most exacting.

We unhesitatingly recommend it to please

Rather a broad
TARY Butter, like everything elze we sell,
is guaranteed to please, and money will be
cheerfully refunded if you are not entirely

Only One Grade
Only One Price, Ib..

Sold only in One-pound Cartons.

statement, but SANI-

34c

Van Camp’s Tuna Fish

All White Meat—A Brand You Know.
1SizeCans.............12¢

No.1SizeCans........

Pet Milk, 43cand. . ...
Peerless Milk, 5c and. .
Wesson Oil,Can. ......

Crisco .........covnn..

. 9¢
.23¢c

per pound.

Have You Tried Our Famous

Green Bag Coffee

A mild, sweet drink of Per Pound

zoc delicious flavor. Positively

: guaranteed to please, or
money refunded. A trial

oe gc pound will convince vou

that it's the equal of most
coffees sold as high as joc

.25¢

One Quart Grape Juice.25c
Beaufort Ginger Ale,
2 bottles for.........15¢

Olive Oil )
Morton’s Sifting
Sanitary Starch

Black and White
Matches, Doz...

Potted Ham or

Other Extras for This Week

I
Re-Umberto, Bottle 7/20
ol

3 lbs. for........

Curtice Bros. Blue Label
I
Chicken, } Ib.. . 12/2(1

HOWARD’S
SALAD
DRESSING

20c

JELL-O

8c

 Wisconsin
Cheese, Ib.

22

Goblin
5¢
Fancy Oleo-

Hand
margarine,lb.z lc

Soap. ..

10c
15¢

ClmictahIl

19c

Two brands which you know.
week we offer at a very low price

Your |Pride of Montgomery

Extra On Flour This Week

For this

R. & C.

6-1b. Bag 12-lb. Bag 24-l1b.Bag

37c 73c |
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% May Sale, regular patrons know them and will shut their eyes to the tossed and
¢ tumbled appearance, knowing that each was a full value at the late price and
% the summer season’s best bargains at the reduced prices.
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950 “Merode”

Suits, with glove
silk top and tight
knees; white and
pink. All sizes.

Richelieu, Athena
and Kayser makes;
all styles, in white
and pink. All sizes.

Athletic

Lot 3

75c Grade,

| Light in weight, glove-fitting but elastic, the ideal
summer undergarments. All styles in all sizes. See the
many tables full, in main aisle, facing G street door.

Juvenile Summer Underwear

Street Floor of New Palais Royal Building—Entrance on Eleventh Street.

Lot 4
$1.25 Grade,

59c¢ 95¢

. T

Underwear
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THREE SPECIAL LOTS:

50c Grade, 39C

The well known nainsook
hirts and drawers.

ameus 9 |

Nainsook Union Suits, long |
since recognized the best. !

25¢

Special at 25¢ are
boys’ as well as girls’
Union Suits — Swiss
ribbed and nainsook
in sizes 2 to 14 years.

tn

e

Special at 39c are
50c grade of Boys’
Athletic Union Suits
—of crossbar

lustration here—for
nain- her skirt or his knick-
sook—in sizes 6 to 14 erbockers. Sizes 2

Union Suits, with
buttons—as in the il-

to 12 vears.

JUNE SALE-Not Yet But Soon

The Palais Royal June Sale of lingerie—like the May Sale—begins only after
all previous stock is disposed of. A thousand or so garments remain from the

i

39c

Were to $1.50.

69c

Were to $1.25.

48¢

Were to 75c.

The combination garments, including the new styles of envelope chemises
and the separate gowns and skirts, are in the lots reduced to 69¢c and 8%¢c. The
ordinary chemises, corset covers and drawers, equally good, are in the lots at

48c for choice.
£ On Palals Royal Street Floor Tables, Near the Elevatora.

.Lingerie Fit for .the Bride, at $1.98 and $2.98

Garments Many Know of As Good Values at $3.98 Are included—These on Third Floor Tables.

It was only last week that prospective June brides were here.

;‘,5 needing fewer garments than in a full trousseau. Thus we have Separate Gowns, Skirts and various Combination Garments,

some of them dreams of beauty, now reduced to only $1.98 and $2.98 for choice.

On Palais Roval Third Floor Tables, Rear of Elevatora.

Not a few Trousseaux were “broken,” to accommodate those

Friday—Wanted Silks Far Below Regular Prices— T omorrow :
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Not Remnants, Not Old Styles, Not Doubtful Quality. On Second Floor—Rear of Elevators.

SatinMessaline, 85¢

Guaranteed $1.00 to $1.25 Values.

20 to 36 inches wide; heavy and lustrous; in
all the wanted light and dark colors, including
white and black.

Note that S§5¢ per yard is really a special
price—for tomorrow only. L

Tub Silks, 75¢

Guaranteed a Best $1.00 Value.

32 to 36 Inches wide; in a handsome assort-
ment of colored stripes; en white grounds; for
summer wash dresses, waists and wvarlous pat-
terns for men's shirts. All will launder per-
fectly. Frlday, epecial, 75¢ yard.
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Wool Dress Goods
Storm Serge, 50¢c

Quality Standard at 85c Per Yard.

50 inches wide; good, serviceable quality for
hard wear, suits, dresses or skirts; in shades of
brown, myrtle, nmrg. Belgian and black. F¥Fri-
day, special, 60c yard.

Palais Royal Second Floor—§ Elsvatora

Cream Serge, 89c¢

Better Than $1.00 Quality, Worth $1.15.

50 inches wide: Double-warp, Hard-finished
Cream Storm Berge; absolutely all wool; will
shed dust and will not wrinkle. For coats, suits
|. and skirts. Friday, speclal, 8%c yard.

Palais Royal Becond Floor—§ Hlevators.

Summer Corduroy,79¢

T TTC I T T T L TG T C T T LTI

at Special Prices For Tomorrow Only

\
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$1.00 Hollow-Cut Corduroy, 79c Yard.

22 and 28 inches wide; good, serviceable
quality; for suits, sport coats and separate
£kirts; in shades of rose, delft, sand, tiperary
and white. Friday, special, 798¢ vard.
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Shepherd Checks,65¢

This Quality Cannot Be Duplicated Less
Than &gc.

o B: 'n"hf:. w‘llde: worste‘;l finish; very desir-

able for suits, dressea a kirts;

style checks of black and nwhlt'e. SR iclonk
Please Note—Speclal at 65¢ yard for to-

morrow only.
Palaie Royal Second Floor—§ Elevators.
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